
June 2010

The Newsletter of St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church, River Hills, WI June 2014

THE COURIER
TH

E 
R

EC
TO

R
’S

 M
U

S
IN

G
S

Each month at the vestry meeting, your vestry checks in with one another with the answer to a
question. The question changes each month, but it’s meant to help create community, encourage the
sharing of faith, and remind each of them that a vestry is not a corporate board, it’s a group of
Christians who have come together to do the work of the church.

Their responses are often heart-felt, sometimes hilarious, always good spirited and kindly affectioned,
even when they are teasing one another, as they are wont to do. They are a remarkable group of
people. And we laugh a lot.

For May the question had to do with where they found “buds” of growth in their own lives, this being
a season of new life and new growth. (As an aside, our property has a bunch of baby turkeys to be
seen right now following after their parents. Turkeys are not the prettiest of birds, but baby turkeys
[turklets?] are adorable. I do digress…)

I participate in this check-in process with the vestry so, like them, I was thinking before the meeting
where the buds of growth can be found in my own life.

The night before the meeting I was reading The Week magazine in bed and came across this quote,
which caught me by surprise and made me catch my breath:

“What they call you is one thing.
What you answer to is something else.” (Poet, Lucille Clifton.)

When I was a kid and we used to call one another names we would often reply with the now time-
worn response, said in a sort of sing-song: “Sticks and stones may break my bones, but words can
never hurt me!” And off we’d run to do something else.

But of course, we know words can hurt. Deeply. And permanently. Words can hurt sometimes
worse than physical pain because they have the capacity to sear that most delicate part of us, the
soul. Words matter. What we say to one another and yes, what we call one another, matters.

But what caught my attention and touched my heart about this quote was not the obvious part that
reminds us to watch our words. But rather, the lovely turn of phrase that draws attention to the far
more important question of whom or to what we may answer.

You’d think that priests would always answer to God. But the truth is that we are just as prone to
answer to fear, or ego, or money as anyone else. We have our own histories that we struggle against
and although we may be in a vocation that calls us more frequently to think about the things of God,
the tendrils of secular life weave their way around our souls, too.

(continued on p. 2)
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(continued from p. 1)

Chaos in My Neigborhood

We have to choose to whom and to what we answer.

So, what I told the vestry was that the “bud” in my life it to seek to answer more deliberately, intentionally, persis-
tently, and maybe even passionately at times, as a priest who is vowed to God; to think less about what I am called,
and more to whom I answer. In the end, I will surely answer to God. We all will. Starting now seems like a very good
idea indeed. Amen.

Debra+

Winter was long and felt desolate with the amount of snow and cold we experienced. I needed a break this year, but a
vacation was not in the plan for my clan. There was so much going on. Thank God we finally got a break in the weather
and my self-proclaimed sanity returned (“to some degree” per Jennifer).

But there is a lot of chaos in my neighborhood. It is round-the-clock distraction. Seemingly the police are not daunted at
all by this during their routine patrol. I am sure this occurs in other places as well, but it sure has been an eye opener. Is
God trying to show me something?

Well, here is what is going on.

People are actually walking and running down my street regularly these days and nights. They have dogs with them often
times. They smile, say hello and even engage in conversation. Weird.

Rabbits scamper through the yard nibbling on grasses and flowers. Our resident chipmunk comes out and fills his cute
cheeks with seeds my wife leaves in a pile on a regular basis. Birds start singing at 4:30 a.m. Young birds call for food and
parents dig up earth worms and fly them back to the nest incessantly. All sorts of aliens pass through as well and it seems
that some are staying: finches, orioles, sparrows, robins and buntings to name a few. (I’m sure more will come from Illinois
now that the Blackhawks lost in the playoffs! Isn’t that special!?)

The grass grows rapidly as the rains moisten the soil and the sun warms the earth. Perennials bloom and annuals add
immediate color to the green sea of grass at my feet. Trees are full of leaves in a blink of an eye when it seems only yester-
day they held random buds. Lilacs are blooming and filling the air with fragrance that compliments the wonderful scent of
humid air and rain.

Worms are pushing through to the surface and cicadas will follow. Crickets will scratch out full symphonies soon and bats
will swoop in the early evening to eat their fill providing thrills for those enjoying an evening on the porch. The occasional
ant has made its way into my home as well. Seriously? A whole new world to play in and it comes to my house? Free-
loader.

Vegetables, fruit and their byproducts will soon cause more chaos in the form of those farmer’s markets. Fresh samples at
every table and people making weird vocals saying such cliché things like, “This is soooo gooood!” You would think they
lived in Siberia for 6 months of the year! Whatever.

(continued on p. 3)
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Then there’s the pollution! The soothing summer breezes cause me to salivate when the air fills with the smell of other
peoples grills and I find that really inconsiderate. It makes my kids mouths water as well and then all I hear is “Dad.
Dad. Dad. Can we (you) go to the store and get something to grill?” Really? Darn neighbors!

Anyway, I am up for a good thunderstorm or two to keep people minding their own business and in their own cabins.

God has blessed us with an instantaneous spring and a glorious summer… and a sense of sarcasm to boot! Perhaps
echoes of Andy Rooney popped into my head. Enjoy every single minute of it!

Summer Picnic

I would like to thank the Ansleys, Rick Thickens, the Diedrichs, and Zach and Ava Fischer for helping with the Summer
Picnic this last weekend.

Last but not least, I would like to thank all of you that pulled together on Mother’s Day to make the Pancake Breakfast
wonderful. Getting sick was not my plan but you came through like champions!

Darrell Fischer,
Senior Warden

(continued from p. 2)

One of the things that makes us different from other groups that you might be a part of (e.g. the Rotary,  the Country
Club, a Board of Directors, etc.) is that we pray for one another.  We know that we can count on one another when there
are hard things going on in our lives by asking for prayer. St. Christopher’s has had a Prayer Chain for years. This is a
group of people who have pledged to pray for people whose names or issues we send to them.  They are a small spiritual
generator in the midst of the parish.

Over the years this group has become smaller as people have either died or moved away. Currently, the prayer group
members are:  Kathy Housiaux, Diane Eisen and Lois Degener on our email list. For many years Chilly Braun was on it,
but he died this past winter.  Ginny Kyle was on it until very recently but she is now in hospice. Dorothy Aring, Joyce
Kuehl and Helen Sheen receive the list of prayer requests in the mail.

So, we are looking for a few good “pray-ers.”  If you want to have the requests by email, then what you need to do is
have access to a computer, check your email daily, and be willing to pray.  Once a week you will receive the special
prayers requested during the Sunday Prayers of the People and also other requests from time to time. We can also send
you a mailing once a week with the prayers requested on Sunday if you’d prefer that to an email.

Please let Debra know if you would like to be part of this holy ministry at St. Christopher’s.

The Prayer Chain
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Qs from the Pews

Editor’s Note:  ‘Qs
from the Pews’ are
taken from questions
that come up at
Coffee Hour or in
conversations with the
Rector.  If you have a
Q to submit for this
column, please email
the Rector or the
office.

Dear priest: What do you think about the Slender Man character and what happened in Waukesha
with those girls stabbing their friend?  Where does God fit into this?  Is this about evil?  Signed,
Concerned parent

Dear parent:

The website Creepypasta Wiki and its character, Slenderman, an online character who is
routinely depicted to stalk and traumatize people, particularly minors, has been in the
news recently, This is because two twelve year old girls in Waukesha, in an attempt to get
closer to Slenderman (whom they believed to be real) tried to kill their friend, another
twelve year old, by stabbing her repetitively.

The girls who perpetrated this action confessed immediately. They were each trying to
become a “Slenderman proxy” which could only happen if they killed someone.  This
seemed rather reasonable and desirable to these two otherwise “normal” appearing girls.
They were pretty fuzzy on the fact that Slenderman isn’t real.  Did I mention that they
were twelve?

Developmentally, twelve year olds are still living in a world where the line between reality
and fantasy is shaky.  Developmentally, they are still learning what is right and what is not,

and how to manage their emotions.  Deferred gratification is a learned skill.

Right now, folks are busy about assessing blame. The parents are coming in for a big share of
blame.  Why weren’t the girls better supervised?  Why did the parents of the victim not check out
her friends better. Why is the internet filled with so much violence?  Or, its corollary question, why
do kids have such unfettered access to the internet?  Which gets us back to blaming the parents. Or
the schools.  Or the website creators. There’s enough blame to go around.

But I think that assigning blame is not helpful.  Oh sure, looking at ways to better protect our
children who live in this challenging world that we adults have created, makes a great deal of sense.
But blame? Well, that’s a ball of yarn that has no end.  So, what do we do if not assign blame?

There are books written about what I am about to say, but perhaps, in a church newsletter, it’s
good to highlight several chapters from those books.

One is that we have to work hard to give our children a moral compass.  All of us have to be
consistent in the messages that we give our children about what is right and what is wrong.   We
have to be clear. Direct.  And repetitive.  Because our children are bombarded with messages and
information that they are ill equipped to adequately interpret.  The girls who stabbed their friend
were not “outliers.”  They were twelve year old girls infatuated with Slenderman.  They wanted to
be closer to him.  They were only twelve.  And neither of them had a strong counter-voice in their
heads screaming at them, “DO NOT KILL.”

(continued on p. 5)
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God is like this with us. If you read Holy Scripture you will see that God is clear, direct, and repetitive.  God tells
God’s people time and again what they must do.  And then God tells them again.  We humans can be quite thick-
headed.  And young humans do not yet even have fully developed brains.

We have to give our kids a moral compass and we can’t leave it to chance. This makes for some hard conversa-
tions about things we’d rather not talk about: like the use and abuse of power, like what are the most important
parts about being a human being, like what does God expect of them as they live into adulthood and through their
childhood, like what are the moral absolutes.  They will not learn these things by themselves. We have to tell them.

What God wants is for our children to have full, whole, and healthy lives. What God wants is for our children to be
kind, generous, honest, and willing to sacrifice for others.  Children do not become kind, generous, honest and
willing to sacrifice by accident.  They are formed in Christian virtues only if we form them.

And what about evil?  Evil exists but we are not defenseless against it. Our children do not need to be defense-
less against it. We can arm them with Christian community and a place in it, so that they have a place to talk about
a Christian way of being in the world.  We can model for them a way that looks like kindness and generosity,
honesty and a sacrificial spirit.  We can teach them how to pray.  We can pray with them.

Many people will weigh in now on the “Slenderman stabbings.”  Many of you are worried about your own children
and what might be going on in their lives that you do not know about. Some of you will think that you know
everything that is going on in the lives of your children and rest secure in that.  I hope you will re-think that because,
even those of you with really good relationships with your children, are still raisingchildren.  And even really
“good” kids, you know the kids with good grades and great extra-curriculars who talk to you about things; those
kids are still kids. And they need you to pay attention to what they do not talk to you about. (Do your kids have
Creepypasta Wiki in their web browser history? Do you how to find out? If they have erased their web browser
history why is that?)

And you can bring them to worship.  You can give them the safety of Christian community. You can make sure they
own a Bible that they can read (try “The Message Bible.”) You can make sure they are routinely in Sunday School
so that they can talk about ethical issues with other adults and children, learn the stories of our faith, and begin to
think about how to live out their faith.  You can give them some armor against the other voices they will hear in the
world.  So that at the very least, the voice that according to the Criminal Complaint tried to be heard by those girls,
you know, that “do not kill” voice, gets louder and more insistent.

Love them. Teach them.  Pray with them.  Worship with them.  That’s what you can do.  And it’s a lot.  Signed, the
Priest

(continued from p. 4)
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Pancake Breakfast for Mother’s Day



Page 7 The Courier - June 2014

Service with Rays of Light
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Fischer Reception

At The Gathering, May 10, 2014

On May 18th, Darrell and Jen Fischer became official Episcopalians! Both Darrell and Jen were received by Bishop
Steven Miller during the confirmation service at St. Matthias Episcopal Church in Waukesha. Bishop Miller will come
to St. Christopher’s again in April of 2015 but Darrell and Jen wanted to be “official” before then. So, accompanied
by Susan and Dick Hackl they came into the official Episcopal Church fold. Welcome Darrell and Jen. It’s sure a
blessing to have you.



Page 9 The Courier - June 2014

The Garden

St. Christopher’s garden is installed and ready for planting! The 25' x 35' garden consists of six raised beds con-
structed of cedar. It is surrounded by a six-foot deer fence which is trenched six inches below ground to keep
rabbits and the like out.

Planting day is scheduled for Saturday, June 7th. Volunteers from the parish will plant beans, tomatoes, peppers,
spinach, broccoli, and squash which should produce a good yield to donate to local food pantries. There will be
many opportunities for volunteers of all ages over the summer to help with watering, weeding, harvesting, etc. Details
on these activities to follow later.

If you have any questions or would like to get involved, please contact Kathy Stanford or Harry Ansley.

Now, let’s get out and plant!

(Photographs by Kathy Stanford
and Susan Hackl)
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Meet Ada and Jeanne Ada Nielsen

Ada and Jeanne Ada Nielsen are new parishioners at St.
Christopher’s with husband/dad Walt appearing more often than
Christmas and Easter. So far their female dog Darby has been
blessed by Reverend Debra and the two male dogs are somewhat
jealous of her special status. They want to be Episcopalians as
well.

Moving to River Hills from Lake Forest, Illinois, has felt like
coming home. St. Christopher’s plays a big role in this. Jeanne
Ada loves being a part of the Parish from participating in the
women’s dinners to helping in Sunday School classes to being an
acolyte to working in the nursery – and helping at The Gathering as
well as her mother’s volunteer work.

And well, Ada has found plenty of volunteer opportunities despite
the gift of the executive director of one of her pet non-profit
groups. The gift is a ceramic desk sign that reads,

“Stop me if I volunteer again.”

What has been energizing to Ada, in addition to joining St.
Christopher’s, is the ability to continue her passion for commer-

cializing technical/scientific inventions in Milwaukee while meeting a diverse group of people.

In her own words, “I can bore anyone with discussions of intellectual property, applied chemistry and particularly,
thermodynamics, and how to scale up manufacturing. I have been known to take the oxygen out of a room. My good
fortune is that I have finally become sensitized to the fact that most folks don’t share my interest in arcane topics.”

She has just incorporated a new business called Foodexus LLC which invents and commercializes through licensing
new refrigeration technology. This is for industrial and commercial applications with natural refrigerants, operating with
greater efficiency and much reduced negative environmental impact. Think supermarkets and food processing com-
panies for starters.

Her other business is a consulting enterprise called The PeregrineMaven Group, collaborating with six others with
extensive business experience. Walt claims TPMG translates into “The Wandering SmartAss.” Most folks agree.

Her parents were entrepreneurs and owned small businesses in the consumer side; Ada prefers business-to-business
but grew up working in their businesses starting at age eight and thought that was what everyone did. She combines
her too-many years in college and graduate school in chemistry and finance into creating new products and lines of
business for other manufacturing and production companies.

Finally, their son Kent will be married this month in Chicago and in an Episcopal ceremony. His bride-to-be insists on
his returning to church for which they are very pleased. Jeanne Ada will be a bridesmaid and is thrilled.
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Episcopal Church Foundation Day

Indigent Burials

On June 28th your vestry along with some other leaders in the parish will be meeting with Erin Weber-Johnson of the
Episcopal Church Foundation to continue the work that we began with Chris Mortenson in 2013 to define who we
are and what our “brand” is, and continued at our recent meeting on May 3 to create a new parish mission state-
ment. Currently the information from that meeting has gone to a small subcommittee and will be crafted into a new
mission statement.

June 28th will be a day that we talk about what vital parishes look like and how that feeds into year round steward-
ship. The talk will be lush and discussions robust. We will let you know in July how the day went.

We will continue this work into the fall, continuing our work with the Episcopal Church Foundation and one of their
staff, James Murphy, who will be working with us about Legacy Planning issues and planning a new initiative in that
area.

On May 30, Barbara Eckblad and I participated in a graveside service for an indigent man named Darryl. Three
members of St. James’ parish were also present at Pilgrim’s Rest Cemetery. The Rev. Drew Bunting officiated at the
simple prayer service. A person from St. James’ placed a branch from a lilac bush on top of the casket. It was a
moving experience as we stayed to watch the casket being lowered into the ground. The thought of this man and others
being buried without prayers or witnesses is indeed sad.

This ministry to the indigent was started by Debra Trakel when she was the Rector of St. James’. The current rector,
Drew Bunting, has continued to officiate at these graveside services. Since the ministry began in 2004, there have been
about 160 burials. Those buried are remembered on a small engraved plaque displayed at St. James’. When there is an
upcoming burial, an email goes out to a list of people who may be available to be at the cemetery. If this is a ministry
that interests you, please send your name and email address to:

Jill Littlefield (jmarie1940@sbcglobal.net).

Carolyn Davies

Have you wondered about our first aid boxes? We have one located in the hall across from the east entry to the kitchen
upstairs, and another in the kitchen downstairs.

The boxes are now updated with necessary products for burns, cuts, aspirin, and now include separate boxes for blood
borne pathogens. Latex free gloves are in the main boxes.

Cintas will be servicing these annually to insure that all products which have expiration dates are replaced.

If you have any questions, feel free to ask!

Diane Eisen

First Aid Boxes
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Seen at St. Christopher’s

Rick Thickens getting ready for the
June 1st picnic.

(Photograph by Susan Hackl)

Daniel and Robert Claud Diedrich
helping at the altar, June 1st.

Kirk knows it’s safe to sleep in the
lap of Jesus.

(Photograph by the Rev. Debra Trakel)

(Photograph by John Diedrich)
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Rainbow over St. Christopher’s after
a storm, from Janie Asmuth’s back
yard.

(Photograph by Janie Asmuth)

Twelve, Three and One
In the church 12, 3 and 1 are easily recognizable symbols for the apostles, the trinity
and the one God. However, they took on a different meaning at a recent vestry
meeting with the question “What can we do for Cindy Zautcke?” Cindy, our much
loved and much missed former junior warden, has been critically ill with lymphoma.
Kathy Stanford’s suggestion of a prayer shawl quickly became a reality. Twelve St.
Christopher’s knitters, real and aspiring, responded to the all-parish call for fast help.

Under Kathy’s guidance and her first 12 inches or so, the fresh apple green shawl
(green for life and the color of lymphoma awareness bracelets) took shape as she
moved it around to knitting pros Lois Degener, Dolores Mishelow and Ada Nielsen
and to MaryBeth Ansley, Carrie Bedore, Ginger Browne, Carolyn Davies, Susan and
Dick Hackl, Dee Lee, and Nance Schmid. A couple of the twelve even learned to
knit just for the occasion.

If you have ever knitted, you know that you have to keep a watchful eye to avoid
mistakes. Try praying and thinking about why and for whom you are knitting, espe-
cially if you are new or a bit rusty (at knitting or praying). Lots of love is woven into
every stitch, and the mis-knits made us laugh and reflect on our human frailties.

A prayer shawl is meant to comfort and protect, to warm and to add solace, but its meaning can change according to
the purpose of its making. The wrist-to-wrist size of about 57" comfortably envelops and shelters the wearer. Although
shawls come in various designs and forms, a simple alternating pattern of three stitches of two different kinds is most
common. This is where the twelve and the three have double meanings for us. The one is the receiver of the shawl.

The Reverend Debra Trakel blessed the completed shawl at both services on Sunday, May 18 with others in the
congregation adding their blessings and prayers as they passed it on their way to communion. Cindy’s shawl was given
to her husband, Mike Ostermeyer.

For more information on shawl ministry, see shawlministry.com

Susan Hackl

Editor’s Note: Cindy Zautcke passed away on June 4th, 2014.
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Events in June

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
8 a.m. & 10 a.m.: Holy
Eucharist
No Sunday School,
Nursery open

2 3 4
6:30 p.m.
Ladies' Night
Out

5
7 a.m.: Holy
Eucharist &
Discussion

6 7
9 a.m.- 12 p.m.
Planting Day in the
garden

8 - PENTECOST
8 a.m. & 10 a.m.: Holy
Eucharist
Nursery open; 11:20 a.m.
Outreach Committee
meeting

9 10 11 12
7 a.m.: Holy
Eucharist &
Discussion

13 14

15
8 a.m. & 10 a.m.: Holy
Eucharist;  Nursery open

16 17 18 19
7 a.m.: Holy
Eucharist &
Discussion

20 21

22
9 a.m. Single Summer
service schedule begins.
Nursery open

23 24
6:30 p.m.
Vestry
meeting

25 26
7 a.m.: Holy
Eucharist &
Discussion

27 28
8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.,
Episcopal Church
Foundation meeting

29
9 a.m.: Holy Eucharist;
Nursery open

30

Sundries Collection Update
As many of you know, we collect sundries for distribution through Sundries on the Avenue at St. James’ church
downtown.

We have additions to the list of items they really need, (besides sundries), which are:

—Plastic bags, like the type used to bag groceries, etc.

—Laundry pods.

The ministry at Sundries on the Avenue appreciates all we do to collect sundries for the homeless in Milwaukee!

Baskets are always available in the community room.

Diane Eisen
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ST. CHRISTOPHER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
7845 N. River Road     River Hills WI 53217

Phone: 414 352–0380 Fax: 414 352–0381

Email:  office@stchristopherswi.org
Rector’s Email: revdebra@aol.com
Website: www.stchristopherswi.org

Parish Office
Open Monday - Friday, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Staff
The Rev. Debra Trakel, Rector

Gust Olson III, Parish Administrator
John Beardsley, Music Director

Katie Madlung, Christian Formation Coordinator
Gloria Bond, Housekeeper

Michael Schneider, Building & Grounds Supervisor

Vestry – Meets 4th Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.
Darrell Fischer and Tom Davies, Wardens

Janie Asmuth & Harry Ansley, Co-Clerks
(2015) - Dolores Mishelow, Dick Hackl

(2016 - Diane Eisen, Bill Warner
(2017) - Carrie Bedore, Kathy Stanford

Committee and Ministry Contacts
  Altar Flowers: Roz Krause
  Altar Guild: Judy Scharfenberger
  Building & Grounds: Tom Davies
  Caring Ministry:  M.J. Perry, MaryBeth Ansley
  Flower Guild:  Helen Sheen
  Memorial Garden: Helen Sheen
  Outreach:  Steve Petrie
  Prayer Chain:  Kathy Housiaux

June MILESTONES

BIRTHDAYS

3 Julie Gerrits

5 Darrell Fischer

7
John Diedrich
Nick Gerrits

Jackson Marlin

9 Katherine Gerrits

13 Wendy Gebhardt
Margy Stratton

15 Ada Nielsen

16 Lisa Lindsay

17 Allen Higgins
Ally Thurow

18
Anne Bedore

Addison Darrow
Meghan Roesner

21 Mike Grehn

23 Liza Sadoff

24 Sue Wernecke

25 Daryl Perry
Katherine Schmidt

27 Jimmy Weseman

29 Avery Weigel

ANNIVERSARIES

1 Julia & David Uihlein

7 Anne & Roy LaBudde

8 Beth & David Sande

10 Jenny & John Mahoney
Patti & Mark Ziskind

14 Terry & Dirk Hausmann

17 Laura & Jason Thurow
Nancy & Bill Warner

29 Carol & Dick Wythes

26 Sue & Bill Wernecke
Susan & Dick Hackl

30 Roz & Charlie Krause
Lilias & Jackson Bruce



ST. CHRISTOPHER'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
7845 North River Road
River Hills, Wisconsin 53217–3025
Phone: (414) 352–0380  Fax:  (414) 352–0381

Email:  office@stchristopherswi.org
Rector’s Email:  revdebra@aol.com
Web Page:  www.stchristopherswi.org

Dated material

THE COURIER
The Monthly Newsletter of St. Christopher's Episcopal Church

The Holy Eucharist
Sunday  8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Thursday  7:00 a.m.

Outdoor Labyrinth - open to the public, weather permitting

The Rev. Debra Trakel, Rector

This issue was mailed on June 6th, 2014

Christianity is not just a religion...it’s a way of life.

Non Profit Org.
US Postage Paid
Milwaukee WI
Permit No. 1643

Address Service Requested


